Call to Action!
Children’s Agenda-   Workforce Preparedness Begins at Birth
Dear Friend of Children and Families:  

We need you to spread this CALL TO ACTION across Michigan  and send a Clear message to the Governor and the legislature that:

1) They should support the Public Investment Plan for Prevention outlined in the Children’s Agenda 2007
2) You support additional revenue for prevention and child and family services and you are willing to pay your fair share.

3) You support a commission to review the structural problems in the tax structure.

The Governor and the legislature are facing difficult decisions regarding our state budget and the structural deficit that is undermining our prevention infrastructure.  

TAKE ACTION:  

I.  Promote and Distribute the Children’s Agenda

· At a parent meeting

· Set up an advocacy table at a conference or training

· At a staff meeting

· At Kindergarten Roundup

· In your waiting area

· During an office visit

· At a press conference

· In a letter to the editor or opinion editorial in your local paper

· Email to your friends, family, colleagues (Go to www.miccf.org  for an electronic copy)

II. Educate Policymakers

A. Encourage people to call, email, or write their legislator and the Governor.  

B. Invite them to visit your programs.

· Senators can be found at www.senate.mi.gov. 

· Representatives can be found at www.house.mi.gov 

· Governor can be contacted at http://www.michigan.gov/gov/0,1607,7-168-21995---,00.html or at 517-373-3400 

MCCF will be working on these issues at the community and state level. We invite you to join with others, link with MCCF membership listed on the website, or contact us.

Any questions contact Michele Corey (517)485-3500 or corey.michele@michiganschildren.org or Michele Strasz at (517)482-5807 or mtstrasz@aol.com.  

Thanks for your commitment and assistance to support the Children’s Agenda!

(Next pages for sample letter to the editor, legislators)

SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR for the CHILDREN’S AGENDA

Dear  Editor:

With all the talk about jobs and putting people back to work, we cannot forget our future employees.  Workforce preparedness begins at birth.  Investing in prevention programs like prenatal care, early childhood education, parenting education, school health, and support services will help families raise children who become healthy and contributing members of our society.

 

The Michigan Constitution states, "The legislature shall impose taxes sufficient with other resources to pay the expenses of state government." Michigan’s Structural Deficit is destroying the prevention infrastructure.   I am a taxpayer willing to pay my fair share to assure that children are prepared to compete.

 

I call upon elected officials and business leaders to support investments in children from birth to create the premier workforce Michigan requires to compete in the global economy.  

 

It is time we put the balance back into our balanced budget!  

 

Sincerely,

Name

Address

Phone

(next page for sample letter to legislators)

SAMPLE LETTER TO LEGISLATORS

Dear <<name of legislator>>:

I am a member of the Michigan Coalition for Children and Families.  I am writing to encourage you to revise the state’s tax structure to invest in programs that will prepare the children, our future workers, with the skills they need to compete in a global economy.  

With all the talk about jobs and putting people back to work, we cannot forget our future employees.  Workforce preparedness begins at birth.  Investing in prevention programs like prenatal care, early childhood education, parenting education, school health, and support services will help families raise children who become healthy and contributing members of our society.

 

The Michigan Constitution states, "The legislature shall impose taxes sufficient with other resources to pay the expenses of state government." Michigan’s Structural Deficit is destroying the prevention infrastructure.   I am a taxpayer willing to pay my fair share to assure that children are prepared to compete.

 

I will support elected officials who support investments in children from birth to create the premier workforce Michigan requires to compete in the global economy.  

 

It is time we put the balance back into our balanced budget!  

 

Sincerely,

Name

Address

Phone

