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2008 marks the 25th anniversary of the Michigan Coalition for Children and
Families (MCCF) Children’s Agenda. The Children’s Agenda has changed
dramatically over its 25-year history. Yet throughout its history the mission
and vision of the Coalition have remained constant—to improve the well-
being of children by investing in Michigan families and communities.

Throughout its 25 years, MCCF has worked with tremendous bi-partisan
champions. The members of the MCCF are grateful to Michigan’s Governors,
Legislators, and Public and Non-Profit servants for their leadership, partner-
ship, and support to advance the policy and legislative goals of the
Children’s Agenda.

MCCF has advocated for children across two generations. At this juncture
the members of the Coalition rededicate themselves to strengthening the
foundation of health, education, and human services that strengthen
families and prepare children to take their places as the leaders, employees,
citizens, and parents of the next generation.

The state’s economic stability is tied to family economic stability and
children’s well-being. It is good news that Michigan is not facing the deficits

of the magnitude we faced in Fiscal Years 2007 and 2008. MCCF is grateful
that the legislature maintained revenues for children’s services this year
and adopted the Earned Income Tax Credit and previously raised the state
minimum wage to promote economic security in families. We also applaud
the decision to enact revenues to begin to address the state’s structural
deficit rather than continue to make costly cuts to programs and services.

However, many programs and services for children and families have been
cut since 2001 as funding has not kept pace with inflation even as family
needs and state caseloads have increased. This pressure annually compounds
the structural deficit. As the economy falters, Michigan families face layoffs
and corporations reduced benefits, more families must rely on the state’s
safety net to assist them with housing, health care, food assistance, and
economic security. With Michigan’s fluctuating tax revenue, schools and
municipalities have had to make difficult choices regarding the services and
supports that maintain schools and healthy communities. Furthermore,
federal cuts in health and human services have increased pressure on state
revenues to keep up with rising caseloads.



In recent years, MCCF has used the Children’s Agenda to promote policies
that will acknowledge and support the important role that children and
families have in driving our economic engine. Investments in early childhood
development and care, child health, parenting support, education, and family
economic support have lasting economic benefits for families and for Michigan.
Economic development does begin at birth!

The Children’s Agenda developed by MCCF in 2007 is still relevant as this
legislature continues its term. Last year MCCF recommended solutions that
require a combination of state fiscal and tax policies along with administrative
and legislative solutions. The Coalition is pleased to see that the proposed
budget from the Governor includes long overdue increases in the child care
subsidy and the cash assistance grant. MCCF supports state and community
partnerships that emphasize creative and collaborative strategies that are
measurable and efficient.

MCCF will continue to focus its efforts in 2008 on policies to continue strides
on the 2007 recommendations that:
e Invest in adequate, quality staffing of child and family programs
to improve service outcomes.
e Invest in outreach and accessibility of child and family programs
at the community level.
e Invest in full implementation of the policy recommendations
made by the legislature and state appointed commissions and
reports to improve services and outcomes for children, including:
—The Mental Health Commission
—The Lead Commission
—The Early Childhood Investment Corporation
—The Juvenile Justice Task Force
—Earned Income Tax Credit
—State Task Force on Permanency and Transition for Foster Y

Just as Michigan plans to invest in jobs and diversifying its economy, it must
also invest and innovate in health, education, safety, and economic security
programs that promote opportunities, economic stability, and well-being

for children. Michigan is strong when families are strong! We call upon the
Governor, the legislature, and strategic partners in the corporate and non-profit
sectors to seek bi-partisan, collaborative solutions to meet these challenges.
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