Michigan Coalition for Children and Families

Minutes from May 8, 2006 Annual Meeting

MI Federation for Children and Families’ Office
Attendees

Elizabeth Carey,  MCCF Co-chair, MI Fed. Children and Families 

Michele Strasz – MCCF Co-chair – MI Council for Maternal & Child Health

Breeann Anderson – MCCF Treasurer - Michigan Network for Youth & Families

Bill Long – MCCF Past Co-chair – Individual Member

Bob Parks – MCCF Secretary – School-Community Health Alliance – MI

Betty Tableman, MI Assoc for Infant Mental Health

Paul Shaheen, MI Council for Maternal & Child Health

Jane Zehnder-Merrell, MI League for Human Services

K. P. Pelleran, Fight Crime Invest in Kids – Michigan

Tess Karwoski, Michigan Environmental Council
Lynne Martinez, Organizational Consultant 

Adolf Armbruster, Holy Cross Children’s Services

Gary Tester, Holy Cross Children’s Services

Penny Gardner, Coalition for Adoption Rights Equality (CARE)
Jon Tomlanovich, MASA / MAISA

Jeff Sadler, Children’s Trust Fund

Ken Walsh, Michigan Association of Community/Adult Education
Steve Manchester, Michigan Assoc. for the Education of Young Children


Cameron Hosner, Vista Maria


Michele Corey, Michigan’s Children



Jane Zehnder-Merrell, Michigan League for Human Services
Meeting called to order at 1:35pm by Michele Strasz, MCCF Co-chair
Welcome and introductions of attendees. 

The agenda for the meeting was accepted. The minutes of the March 14, 2006 meeting were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer, Breeann gave the treasurer’s report and handed out the most recent financial statement.  As of May 8, 2006 there is a balance of $384.09 in the checking account and a balance of $2,571.88 in the savings account for a total of $2,955.97. The treasurer’s report was accepted. A copy of the treasurer’s report is available upon request.

Membership Recruitment
Bill Long initiated a discussion about membership recruitment. Several draft items were shared (letters to individuals and organizations, membership brochure). Strategies were discussed to recruit new members included setting up exhibit tables at human services conferences, promoting accomplishments and identifying goals, and recruiting government employees, including promotional materials on the MCCF website.

MCCF Website www.miccf.org

The website is up and running. Michele Strasz is working with Jeff Goldblatt (consultant) on  continuing to develop the website. A motion to authorize paying Jeff for two hours of work each month ($35 per hour) to continue developing the website was approved.

Information that is currently available:

· Who We Are

· The 2006 Children’s Agenda (and tips for using the Children Agenda for advocacy)

·  Fiscal/Budgeting Issues As They Affect Children
· Access Other Resources For Child Advocacy
· Contact Your Legislators


Children’s Agenda Brochures
There are 1,700 of the Children’s Agenda brochures still available. They are popular with many policymakers because the brochures effectively hi-light key issues; including the state of Michigan structural budget deficit. Several MCCF members said they use the brochures within their organizations to focus on key issues. Michele Strasz said that the brochures can be used in discussions with legislative candidates during the primaries in order to educate potential legislators on key issues and get their support 
Because of the popularity of the brochures, a second printing is being considered. There is money available in the MCCF account to pay for a second printing. 

Speakers’ Bureau 
Paul Shaheen initiated a discussion about the need for a speakers’ bureau. The speakers would be available to make presentations at conferences, forums, Board of Director’s meetings, etc. Paul identified Tom Clay, Lynn Jondahl, and Sharon Parks as potential speakers to make presentations on the state of Michigan budget. Other speakers would be available to present on other MCCF priorities. There was no action taken on Paul’s suggestion to create a speakers’ bureau. 
Michigan’s Structural Budget Deficit and the Spending Limitation Ballot Initiative
Jane Zehnder-Merrell initiated a lengthy discussion about a 2006 ballot initiative that, if passed, would restrict the ability of the state of Michigan to generate revenue and spending. Signatures are being gathered to put an initiative on the November 2006 ballot that would create a constitutional amendment that limits revenue growth to a population – plus inflation formula. 
Jane provided handout materials about the ballot initiative 

The Michigan League for Human Services provides an analysis, talking points, and press release about the ballot initiative on its website: www.milhs.org

MCCF members approved the following:
Dear MCCF Members:

 

At the May 8 MCCF meeting,  MCCF members voted to oppose the SOS (Stop Overspending) Ballot Initiative that will likely be on the ballot this November 2006. We also voted to participate in a collaborative public education campaign to educate MCCF members and networks about the impact that the SOS proposal and structural deficit are having on services that support child and family well-being, and our vision for the future.  This is very consistent with the messages we have conveyed in the Children's Agenda.  

 

The Michigan League for Human Services is leading the coalition to oppose SOS.  They have provided us with the attached background information on the proposal, supporters, opponents.  For more information and talking points please see

http://www.milhs.org/
http://www.milhs.org/Media/EDocs/SOSanalysistalkingprrelease.pdf
 

Your organization may wish to consider taking a position on the ballot initiative independent of MCCF.  Just a reminder that non-profit organizations can take positions on ballot measures during election years.

 

Please feel free to contact the MCCF Executive Committee with any questions regarding our position. 

 

Sincerely,

 

 

Michele Strasz and Elizabeth Carey

MCCF Co-Chairs

mtstrasz@aol.com 517-482-5807

elizabeth@michfed.org 517-485-8552

K.P. Pelleran sent an informational / talking points memo to her membership – Fight Crime Invest in Kids – Michigan about the ballot initiative. K. P.’s memo is included as an attachment.   
Welfare Restriction Legislation
There was discussion about the welfare restriction legislation that was being voted on by the House Appropriation Committee on Tuesday, May 9th. There was discussion about sending a ‘Call to Action’ to MCCF members to ask them to contact their legislators about the impact that the legislation will have on children of parents whose TANF benefits are eliminated. (Note: the welfare restriction legislation - Substitute House Bill 4309 – was passed along party lines). House Bill 4309 is expected to be vetoed by Governor Granholm.
Updated List of Candidates for 2006 Primary and General Elections
Bill Long initiated the discussion about the updated list of candidates for the primary and general elections. MCCF members should be aware of the close races and contact the candidates in those races to educate them on the Children’s Agenda. MCCF members should look, particularly, at moderates in those races to gain their support. 
Michele Strasz said that MCCF members should be writing opinion editorials, meeting with editorial boards, and writing letters to newspapers to educate the public and policymakers on issues that are important to the well being of children and families.
The schedule of MCCF Meetings for the reminder of 2006. 

· Monday, September 11, 2006  1:30pm – 3:00pm

· Monday, November 13, 2006 1:30pm – 3:00pm

The meetings will be held at Michigan Association of United Ways’ office on Lake Lansing Road, Lansing, MI

Elizabeth Carey adjourned the meeting at 3:15pm
Respectfully submitted, Bob Parks, MCCF Secretary
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