Michigan Coalition for Children and Families

Meeting Notes from May 14, 2007 

Michigan Association of United Ways’ Office

Attendees

	Amy 
	Krug
	Priority Children

	Beth
	Bennett
	Fight Crime: Invest in Kids – MI

	Bill
	Long
	Ex Co-Chair

	Breeann 
	Anderson
	MI Network for Youth & Families

	Jacqueline 
	Jones
	United Way for Southeastern MI

	Jane 
	Zehnder-Merrell
	MI League for Human Services

	Jean
	Doss
	MNCEH

	Jeffrey  
	Sadler
	Children's Trust Fund

	Jon 
	Tomlanovich
	MI Assoc of School Admin/MI Assoc of Interm School Admin

	K.P. 
	Pelleran
	Fight Crime: Invest in Kids – MI

	Mark 
	McWilliams 
	MI Protection and Advocacy Service, Inc.  

	Mel 
	Haga
	MI County Social Services Association

	Michele 
	Strasz
	MI Council for Maternal and Child Health

	Nancy 
	Lindman
	MI Association of United Ways

	Paul 
	Shaheen
	MI Council for Maternal and Child Health

	Penny 
	Gardner
	Coalition for Adoption Rights Equality

	Tammy 
	Lemmer 
	MI Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual Violence


Meeting called to order at 1:40pm by Bree Anderson 

Welcome and introductions of attendees

The agenda for the meeting was accepted. 
Notes from the March 13th meeting at the Capitol were not available.  Michele reported that she has a list of the legislators who attended. At that meeting the budget was passed and officers were elected for the coming year. .

Treasurer’s Report – not available (Luanne’s husband has been very ill.)  Bree noted that the current balance is roughly $1,500.
Guest Speakers:  Betsy Weihl of Wiener Associates and Jean Doss, Government Affairs Specialist, on the State Budget. Betsy and Jean clarified the status of the budget negotiations and outlined possible scenarios. A lively discussion focused on the need to encourage members to seek every opportunity to inform legislators that continued cuts in programs and services are not acceptable, and that revenue solutions must be sought to solve this year’s deficits. Several members, including Amy and KP, spoke of the impact of previous cuts, recent advocacy efforts, and ramifications of current proposals. 
· Amy shared an overview of the impact on Genesee County of the state budget cuts, including an itemized list from county agencies. These summaries have used in legislative meetings. 
· KP talked about the poll of her membership to ascertain their support for budget advocacy and their meetings with legislators.
MCCF is also participating in the Move Michigan Forward coalition, coordinated by the Michigan League for Human Services, and Bill has been contacting members to participate in legislative meetings of 6-8 representing a range of constituencies. Of great concern is the fact that the two key leaders in the House and Senate who are directing the conversation never sat on an appropriations committee, and as the days pass without an agreement, any cuts will have to be deeper due to the shortened timeframe. Cuts in 2007 will not be reinstated in 2008, which is anticipated to have a deficit of $900 million.   

Action: A call to action will be issued to MCCF roster to encourage them to contact their legislators or re-contact them with the message that further cuts are not acceptable, and revenues in the form of fair stable taxes must be found. Members should also be encouraged to attend press conferences and other events promoting revenue solutions to the current budget shortfall such as the one scheduled in the Capitol for 11 a.m. on May 21st in response to the revenue estimations released May 18th.   
2007 Children’s Agenda

· More Copies: All copies have been distributed, and there have been requests for more. After a discussion members agreed that the cost of another printing ($1,200) would deplete our current fiscal resources ($1,500), plus we now have expenses ($550-600) related to the development and maintenance of the website. The logistics of getting payment upfront from interested agencies was deemed too time-consuming, and a print run of less than 1,000 is very high cost per item. Members are encouraged to print from the website for their own reference and share the professionally printed document with elected officials.
· Feedback: Michele reported there has been little or no feedback about meeting with legislators. Members are asked to send Michele Strasz (MTSTRASZ@aol.com) a copy of any letters to legislators resulting from meetings about the Agenda or any other information or copies of OpEds or letters to the editor referencing the Agenda.
MCCF 25th Anniversary: Tentative plans are to have an event, perhaps a fundraiser, on Thursday, July 19th, from 4 till 7 p.m. at the home of Paul Shaheen. Members should hold the date. 
Next MCCF Meeting: Monday, September 10th at 1:30 at the office of the Michigan Association of United Ways.
Meeting adjourned at 3:05 pm

Respectfully submitted, 
Jane Zehnder-Merrell
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