MICHIGAN COALITION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

MINUTES

Monday, September 8, 2008 

1:30 to 3:00 P.M.

Michigan Association of United Way Office, 1627 Lake Lansing Road, Suite B, Lansing, MI
Attendees

Amy Krug, Priority 90s
Breeann Anderson, Individual Member

Christina  Wesche, UM- Intern-Michigan’s Children

Jane Zehnder-Merrell , MI League for Human Services

Mark McWilliams, MI Protection & Advocacy Service, Inc.

Mary Scoblic, individual

Mel Haga, MI County Social Services Association

Michelle Weemhof, MI Coalition for Crime and Delinquency

Nancy Lindman, MI Association of United Ways

Pat Sorenson, Michigan’s Cildren

Penny Gardner, CARE: Coalition for Adoption Rights Equality
Agenda approved. 

Minutes: Jane will send out minutes for review.

Treasurer: Penny reported that the savings account holds $64.67 and the checking $3,117.27 She will move the bulk of checking to the savings account to avoid inactive fees. We are currently losing $10 a month in bank fees. Treasurer report approved.

Presentation: Erin Skene-Pratt – Michigan Non-Profit Association – Michigan Participation Project (www.michparticipation.org) dos and don’t, mobilization of voters, candidate forum list (non-partisan), Michigan Participation Project – coordination of voter mobilization – 
· People can now use 211 to get voter assistance/ operational September 15th –in those counties without 211 access, voter information is available TOLLFREE via 800 552-1183.– Jane will forward release information to MCCF membership.
· Non-partisan education and election activity is permissible.  Each non-profit organization should at least have voter registration forms available. Voter guides and candidate forums are another way to promote voter education.  Questions should be non-directive and not tied to any specific legislation.
· Lots of information can be distributed about deadlines, ballots and voting process in general.  Organizations can use resources to get people to the polls, provide extra time on voting day for employees, permit employees gratis time to be poll workers. 
· No-shows at Candidate forums can be a problem – To avoid problems, invite more than two parties, and always create a paper trail to document invites and reminders.
· Candidate survey is being conducted about health issues by MALPH, MPHA, MCMCH. 

· Campaign materials – be sure non-profit not listed on partisan materials

· Advocates need to support efforts to make voting easier. 

· Voter apathy: Erin will e-mail examples of where one vote made a difference.  Mel and Mark shared personal experiences of the one vote difference.
· Voter registration in MI is high, but participation is low. 

Update Status/Actions – 
KidsPriority1 – different sections are on the website for various groups such as advocates, parents, children. Check out the website.
Sept 16th Smoke Free

CATA millage – Spectran will be limited for the elderly and disabled

Current meeting schedule - second Monday of odd-numbered months except for March when we’ll meet on Wednesday, March 18th for the annual meeting
Children’s Agenda 2009 Discussion – 47 new members in the House need to be educated

· Paper Document: Worry less about a document, spend more time thinking about a strategy, build participation to meet with key legislators.  Each organization has their own legislative agenda—it would be helpful to have small teams with key legislators.  Ask participant organizations to include MCCF materials – MCMCH used MCCF briefing papers last year.  Look at roster and develop teams, including local contacts, across sectors.  Legislators have limited world views about policies affecting children. Follow-up to release of agenda needed. Focus on priorities – narrow to THREE. Use fact sheets with contacts rather than overview document
· Creation of resource guide – topic areas with organizational contacts, blurb about organization. Continuous sharing of resources to add to a notebook. Use website as the resource rather than a binder – must keep updated  -- Information, policy and advocacy.  Need to make distinction about information for services vs. policy or legislative decisions. For services, call 211, but for background information about policies and legislation contact MCCF members. 
· Exit interviews with outgoing legislators to find out what format would be helpful – a brief questionnaire for friends and foes, legislators and staff, about the best format and most helpful info. The executive committee will prepare and distribute. Some possible questions include: 
· What information would have been helpful?

· What information was most helpful?

· What format is the most helpful – face to face meetings, written materials, or websites?

· What resources did they use to get information for children’s policy issues? 

· Children’s Agenda subcommittee will be formed in November.

Reports from Members 
Michigan Juvenile Justice Collaborative (newly named) – Michelle Weemhof is new staff at Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency; she will focus on juvenile justice issues. She shared the priorities being developed by MJJC.  These will also be available on their website.

Michigan Coalition of Runaway and Homeless Youth did not get funded by DHS.
Thursday, Sept 18th State Bar Conference –Stopping the School to Prison Pipeline - Disability  Issues- panel on being organized around youth with disabilities – Hyatt Regency in Dearborn – no charge – all are welcome. Mark will be sending the flyer for distribution. 
Lawsuit against Department of Human Services – 74 page settlement has lots of deadlines—some in early October. These changes could radically alter the state child welfare system, but it will require substantial funding to implement--$50 million needed a year. The pressure will be on where to find the money, and based on the events in other states, Children’s Rights will be vigilant in monitoring implementation. The agreement still isn’t signed--October 7th is the date.  Five largest counties will have a separate child welfare director independent of county DHS director and county board. There is concern about whether this violates Public Act 280. Fairness hearing about this plan will occur. The department also has an implementation task force with Stanley Stuart is the official contact(Kathryne O’Grady and Kate Hanley are also members.)   The news release from DHS does a good job of summarizing major points. The recent legislation authorizing subsidized guardianships ($4.6m) will be implemented in a few places. Relative caregivers may be resistant to being licensed so the settlement goal may be a challenge. Mel has an electronic copy of the settlement if anyone wants a copy. 
Voter information:  211 is the go-to place after Sept 15th . As advocates we need to promote ways to make sure everyone has access time/place to voting. For example, confusion among college students about voting process is a concern.
Adjournment at 3 p.m.
Next meeting is November 10 -- @ 1:30 p.m. at MAUW Office

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Zehnder-Merrell, secretary
MCCF Minutes – September 8, 2008

page 1

