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MCCF Meeting Minutes
July 12, 2010

In Attendance, 14 Members Present: Amy Zaggman (Maternal Child Health), Bill Long (MCCF Individual Member), Keri Bennett (School-Community Health Alliance of Michigan), Alicia Guevara (Michigan’s Children), Jean Doss (Doss Consulting), Luanne Beaudry (Prevention Network/PAM), Mel Haga (MCSSA), Michele Strasz (ROR MI), Rob Hanson (MIAAP), Jane Zehnder-Merrell (MI League of Human Svs), Lary Wells (MI League of Human Svs), Terri Laugton (CSHP), Mike Visna (CMH Boards)
I. Old Business: 

a. Minutes from May 10th – no changes, approved
b. Treasurer’s Report – $7204.03 in business savings account, $1316.77 in business checking account 
i. Next report will reflect the reimbursement for post cards and postage for mailings
c. Executive Committee Report – The candidate survey was discussed, with reviewing possible questions
i. The EC will be meeting the second Friday of even-numbered months; the schedule is posted on the website.

II. Campaign Advocacy Update

a. Candidate Survey – 

i. 600 post cards were sent out in addition to an email blast with links to the candidate survey.  Copies of the survey were provided at the meeting.  The survey is representative of the diversity of MCCF membership.  Its concentration is on health, education, economic security and safety of Michigan’s children.  There have b responses thus far and candidates have until July 19th to respond.  This response rate is very favorable in comparison to past years.  
ii. Suggestions were given to look at the preliminary results to determine what the top 3 issues are that candidates are focusing upon.  Early childhood ranks among the top issues thus far.  
iii. MCCF MEMEBERSHIP ACTION:  Candidates should be contacted to encourage completion of the MCCF survey.  Michele Strasz has since sent an email with specific scripts to use for email and phone conversations. Please note the completion date of July 19th.  In addition, it’s best that we thank those that have taken the time to respond.  A simple thank you goes a long way!

iv. Final summary document will be provided for the primary results and be sent electronically by July 30th.
v. Winners of primary election will be targeted for follow-up.
b. Sandbox Party Logo, Web Button, Party Flyer - 
i. ECIC and Michigan’s early childhood advocate partners have announced the formation of the Sandbox Party.  On August 26th from 1-4pm, the Sandbox Party Convention will take place, giving the opportunity to learn why the November 2010 election is so important for the future of Michigan’s economy.  All gubernatorial candidates have been invited.  Over 3,000 people are expected at the event.  There are opportunities for exhibits.  Please contact ECIC for more information or visit www.greatstartforkids.org.  

ii. The Sandbox Party asked for MCCF’s support in including their logo and party flyer on the website.  However, as ECIC is not a formal MCCF member, discussion took place upon whether to act upon this request.  No formal decision was made, but flyers were distributed to those in attendance at the meeting.  
c. Join us on Facebook and put that on all communications
i. MCCF ACTION ALERT:  Please become a member of MCCF on Facebook. http://www.facebook.com/pages/MCCF-Kids-Priority-1/100302213349999  
III. Presentation:  Election Advocacy – What can 501C3s legally do?  
a. Lary Wells, from Michigan League for Human Services came to present on the legalities of election advocacy for 501C3s.  He assured that is was fair to disseminate candidate survey results to membership only, okay to encourage candidates to continue to complete the survey and attend candidate forums.  
IV. Announcements

a. Look at www.mivotes.org  – candidate forums and video postings can be found here 

b. Kids Count Special Report “Early Warning!  Why reading by the End of Third Grade Matters” was distributed.  Jane, from the League, has copies to provide.  Discussion took place surrounding if we should use this resource as a point of reference for the creation of the Children’s Agenda for 2011.  We would have to further confer how we could package this in a succinct manner representing the diversity of MCCF.   Others may want to monitor the Annie E. Casey Foundation for further grant opportunities.   
c. 18th Annual Parenting Awareness Michigan Conference – October 20th in Marquette or November 19th in East Lansing.  Highlights for both conferences included workshops on issues facing parents and caregivers, parenting information and resources for year round, and resources to kick off a successful Parenting Awareness Month in 2011.  Conference fee is $49.   For more information, please call 1-800-968-4968 or visit www.preventionnetwork.org. 
V. Next Meeting:  September 13, 2010 1:30pm – 3:00pm at 
VI. the Michigan Association for United Way Conference Room
1627 Lake Lansing Road , Suite B
Lansing , Michigan  48912
Submitted by:  Keri Bennett, Secretary of MCCF, July 14, 2010
