MICHIGAN COALITION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
REGULAR MEETING  - Monday, May 12, 2008 1:30 TO 3:00 P.M.
Michigan Association of United Way Office, 1627 Lake Lansing Road, Suite B, Lansing, MI
 
MEETING NOTES
Attendees: 

Bree Anderson, Michele Corey, Marjorie Coy, Scott Dzurka, Penny Gardener, Amy Krug, Nancy Linman, Bill Long, Michele Strasz, Jane Zehnder-Merrell
Minutes from the March Annual Meeting were reported with the following Election Results. These members now comprise the Executive Committee.
Co-Chairs: Amy Krug and Bree Anderson

Secretary: Jane Zehnder-Merrell

Treasurer: Penny Gardener 

Past-President: Jon Tomlanovitch

Treasurer’s Report: Penny Gardner reported that there is $4,408 in the checking account. She submitted a Proposed Budget for 2008 with the estimated cost of the Agenda based on 2006. The total proposed budget amount was $5,500.
Executive Committee reported a schedule for the 2008-09 meetings -Sept – Lobbyists on analysis of election, Nov – Budget analysts

1. Update from MCCF Committees

a. Early Childhood – Some legislative resistance to Innovation grants, need reporting from GSCs about what they’re doing, challenge is to broaden support to sustain community efforts in early childhood – universal pre-k is the policy priority for ECIC, want to see support for collaborative efforts – investment in local communities to collaborate to improve services to young children and their families. Need to educate on both sides of the aisle to build support. Great Start has linked ISDs  to early childhood – potential for branding across the state. Children’s Agenda could frame this message next year. More senators may be willing to be supportive as a legacy. Locals need to educate their legislators about the benefits of state contribution. 
b. Adolescence – now known as School Discipline Task Force. Strategic conversations with Bob Higgins, Lisa Hansknecht and Jon Tomlanovitch about the positions of the education community around suspension/expulsion policies. Who are the friends in the legislature and where is the support in the education community? Best practices need to be shared in education conferences and meetings – the challenge is to find ways to make that happen. In the reorganization at DHS Shannon Gibson is heading up “transitions” team. There is a real concern about implementation of the recommendations from the previous Permanency and Transitions Task Force. Bree will draft a letter to Governor, copies to DHS, MSHDA, etc. 

2. New Business

a. Election Strategy Team(EAT) – draft of EAT was shared. Divided We Fail is national model, but children’s issues are not included. Every Child Matters is a national advocacy organization to gain support for funding programs to improve the status. State group can use their slogan but other resources are not available.  Scott will work with the public relations firm to find an appropriate message and get feedback electronically from members. Healthy, safe, economically secure, and “educated” Budget needs to be developed; buildout of website needed. EAT will develop a budget. MCCF approved the EAT plan, and the Executive Committee is authorized to review and support the activities. MCCF will be a hub of information and provide support with materials.   
b. Drop-out (Education Completion) Summit – October 20th “multiple pathways to graduation” - MNA got grant from America’s Promise/Planning Group – focus on action steps to address the issues/MEA hearings now being used to prepare for the summit. Hearings are a great opportunity to get issues raised that are important. The Kent program was all about ISD programs. MCCF members need to make sure issues such as school discipline and issues for runaway or homeless youth get heard in the other venues.  CEPI dropout rates will be released this fall, and evidently the rates are going to be quite high. Michele will craft a message to recruit stories and testimony about or by the children and youth who have not experienced success in the school system. 

Meeting was adjourned.  No meetings scheduled until the fall.
Respectfully submitted,

Jane Zehnder-Merrell

