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Tax Revenues Needed for Viable Future Workforce:

Investing Up-Front Less Costly

Lansing, MI--- The Michigan Coalition for Children and Families (MCCF) released its annual Children’s Agenda today, calling upon elected officials and business leaders to stop making devastating cuts to children’s services and to, instead, raise revenue to invest in programs that will prepare children to come to school ready to learn and leave school with the skills to compete in a global economy. 

“With all the talk about jobs and getting people to work now, we cannot forget that our current investments in children’s health and education will affect our job base in the next generation,” remarked Michele Strasz,  Co-Chair, MCCF.  “Our recommendations are based upon research that public investments in prevention and child development have a proven  pay-off.  The research is clear: healthy families will raise children who are healthy and contributing citizens, rather than a burden on taxpayers.”

The 2007 Children’s Agenda calls for: a complete replacement of the $2 billion lost from the Single Business Tax; a revision of Michigan’s tax structure to adapt to the service economy, which can be invested in children’s services; and a halt to cutting vital children’s services.   
The coalition-- including more than 70 diverse members from human services, health, education, child welfare, law enforcement, child care, mental health, and youth-serving organizations-- calls upon lawmakers to use some of the new revenues to address rising levels of poverty and poor health outcomes among Michigan’s children. 

Recent reports show the percentage of children living in poverty has jumped 31 percent since 2001, and the number of child abuse and neglect victims has increased five percent. In addition, one in five Michigan children is born to a mother who had inadequate prenatal care, and nearly 1,000 Michigan babies die each year before their first birthday.
Increased investments in prevention services are vital to ensuring Michigan’s immediate and long-term success. Investments in early childhood development and care, child health, parenting support, and family economic support programs are proven to have lasting economic benefits for families and society, including:

1. Public education expenses will be lower because children will graduate, fail fewer grades, and will require less special education.

2. Criminal justice costs will come down because children have markedly lower crime and delinquency rates.

3. Early childhood development participants and their parents have higher incomes and pay more taxes than non-participants.

4. Public welfare expenditures will be reduced because families will be participating in the work force now and in the future. 

The full Children’s Agenda lays out a detailed list of needed investments, covering the areas of early education, basic health care, parenting support, family preservation, preparing adolescents for adulthood, and school-age services. Many programs under these umbrellas have suffered drastic cuts in recent years as lawmakers and Gov. Jennifer Granholm have slashed more than $3 billion in state spending to deal with a stagnant economy and a structural budget deficit.  

For example, fewer children have access to parent coaching, health screenings and early childhood services they need to come to school ready to learn. Funding for most major child abuse and neglect prevention programs has been cut as much as 15 percent. Unforunately, there is less government oversight and accountability to protect the health, safety and well-being of children in home, school, and the community. 

In the seventh consecutive year of significant budget deficits in Michigan, more programs critical to children’s health and well-being are on the chopping block.  These cuts include lead poisoning prevention, infant mortality prevention, school health education, after-school program support, and family preservation programs.

“How do we expect to have a productive economy in Michigan’s future if our quality of life is not supportive of children?” MCCF Co-Chair Elizabeth Carey said. “The children of Michigan need leadership and courage across sectors and disciplines to develop solutions to address the structural deficit and invest in prevention at the same time.”

MCCF produces the Children’s Agenda to promote the well-being of children and families in the state’s budget process. For more information on the Children’s Agenda or for a full list of member organizations, please go to www.miccf.org or call 

517-482-5807.
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